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Holy Orders

 Three distinct orders:

 Episcopate (Bishops)

 Presbyterate (Priests)

 Diaconate (Deacons)

 Holy Orders is the sacrament through which the mission 

entrusted by Christ to his apostles continues to be 

exercised in the Church until the end of time: thus it is 

the sacrament of apostolic ministry.

 CCC 1536



Early History of the Sacrament



New Testament Understandings

 “The Twelve”

 No evidence in the New Testament that they appointed 
successors

 “Apostles”

 May refer to the 12 (witnesses of the resurrection)

 Not always

 Paul, Barnabas – Acts 14:14

 “Disciples”

 Only found in Gospels and Acts

 Other appointments

 70 in Luke 10:1-17

 7 in Acts 6:1-6



Episkopos (Bishops)



Presbyteros (Priests)



Presbyteros (Priests)



Diakonos (Deacons)



Diakonos (Deacons)



Ordination

 Ordinatio means incorporation into an ordo (order)

 The word order in Roman antiquity designated an established civil 

body, especially a governing body.

 In the Church there are established bodies which Tradition, not 

without a basis in Sacred Scripture, has since ancient times called 

taxeis (Greek) or ordines.

 And so the liturgy speaks of the ordo episcoporum, the ordo 

presbyterorum, the ordo diaconorum.

 Other groups also receive this name of ordo: catechumens, virgins, 

spouses, widows

 CCC 1537 - 1538



Ordination

 Integration into one of these bodies in the Church was 

accomplished by a rite called ordinatio, a religious and 

liturgical act which was a consecration, a blessing or a 

sacrament.

 Today the word "ordination" is reserved for the 

sacramental act which integrates a man into the order of 

bishops, presbyters, or deacons

 CCC 1538



Ordination

 Beyond a simple election, designation, delegation, or 
institution by the community

 Confers a gift of the Holy Spirit that permits the exercise 
of a "sacred power" (sacra potestas) which can come only 
from Christ himself through his Church.

 Ordination is also called consecration

 A setting apart and an investiture by Christ himself for his 
Church.

 The laying on of hands by the bishop, with the consecratory 
prayer, constitutes the visible sign of this ordination.

 CCC 1538



The Rites



Matter and Form

 MATTER

 Laying on of hands by the 

bishop

 Visible sign of ordination

 FORM

 Consecratory prayer

 Audible sign of ordination

 Acts 6:3-6

 Acts 13:1-3

 1 Timothy 4:14

 2 Timothy 1:6

 Borrowed from Judaism

 Gesture is ambiguous in 
New Testament

 Mark 3:14

 Acts 1:26

 Cannot say the gesture is 
from the New Testament



Additional Rites within the Celebration 

of Holy Orders

 Anointing with the Sacred Chrism is used for bishops and 

priests

 Giving the book of the Gospels, the ring, the miter, and 

the crosier to the bishop

 Presentation to the priest of the paten and chalice

 Giving the book of the Gospels to the deacon



Minister of the Sacrament

 Bishop, who has the fullness of orders

 Trace apostolic succession backwards

 Christ himself chose the apostles and gave them a share in his mission 
and authority. Raised to the Father's right hand, he has not forsaken 
his flock but he keeps it under his constant protection through the 
apostles, and guides it still through these same pastors who continue 
his work today. Thus, it is Christ whose gift it is that some be 
apostles, others pastors. He continues to act through the bishops.

 Since the sacrament of Holy Orders is the sacrament of the apostolic 
ministry, it is for the bishops as the successors of the apostles to hand 
on the "gift of the Spirit," the "apostolic line." Validly ordained 
bishops, i.e., those who are in the line of apostolic succession, validly 
confer the three degrees of the sacrament of Holy Orders.

 CCC 1575-1576



Who can Receive the Sacrament of Holy 

Orders?

 Only a baptized man validly receives sacred ordination.

 The Lord Jesus chose men to form the college of the twelve apostles, and 
the apostles did the same when they chose collaborators to succeed them 
in their ministry.

 CCC 1577

 No one has a right to receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders.

 Indeed no one claims this office for himself; he is called to it by God.

 Anyone who thinks he recognizes the signs of God's call to the 
ordained ministry must humbly submit his desire to the authority of 
the Church, who has the responsibility and right to call someone to 
receive orders.  Like every grace this sacrament can be received only 
as an unmerited gift.

 CCC 1578



What does the Sacrament Do?

 It confers a gift of the Holy Spirit that permits the exercise of a 

"sacred power" (sacra potestas) which can come only from Christ 

himself through his Church

 This sacrament configures the recipient to Christ by a special grace of 

the Holy Spirit, so that he may serve as Christ's instrument for his 

Church.

 By ordination one is enabled to act as a representative of Christ, Head 

of the Church, in his triple office of priest, prophet, and king.

 As in the case of Baptism and Confirmation this share in Christ's office 

is granted once for all.  The sacrament of Holy Orders, like the other 

two, confers an indelible spiritual character and cannot be repeated 

or conferred temporarily.

 CCC 1581-1582



One Priesthood of Jesus Christ, the High 

Priest

 ALL the Baptized share in the priestly mission of Christ

 Bishops and Priests part of the one priesthood

 Act as a person of Christ

 Ordained ministers within a priestly people versus 

ordained ministry exercised on behalf of the laity



Who are Bishops, Priests, and Deacons?



Who are Bishops, Priests, and Deacons?

 Bishop

 In an eminent and visible manner, take the place of Christ 

himself

 Teach, Proclamation of the Gospel

 Govern, Leadership, shepherd

 Sanctify, Priesthood/Sacraments

 Act as Christ’s Representative

 In communion with the other Bishops



Who are Bishops, Priests, and Deacons?

 Priest

 Co-worker of the Bishop

 Service of the People

 Represent the Bishop, in communion with Bishop

 Teach, Preach, and Proclamation of the Gospel

 Celebrate, Priesthood/Sacraments

 Pastoral Guidance, Leadership



Who are Bishops, Priests, and Deacons?

 Deacon

 Co-worker of the Bishop

 Assist the priests

 Servant of all

 At a lower level of the hierarchy are to be found deacons, who 

receive the imposition of hands 'not unto the priesthood, but 

unto the ministry’. At an ordination to the diaconate only the 

bishop lays hands on the candidate, thus signifying the deacon's 

special attachment to the bishop in the tasks of his "diakonia”.

 Threefold ministry: liturgy, service, and word


